
COMPLIANCE CONSULTING
OVERVIEW



W e pride ourselves in taking a tailored approach to our compliance 
consulting services. All investment and insurance companies are 
not created equal, and neither should their compliance programs. 

Our compliance team brings decades of experience designing and 
implementing policies and procedures, training programs, 
compliance testing programs, and other compliance related services 
for firms as small as 10 to larger than 500 employees.  

American Elm Advisors (“AE Advisors”) offers compliance consulting 
services to Broker/Dealers (“BDs”), Registered Investment Advisors 
(“RIAs”), and Insurance Companies. Through our affil iated broker-
dealer, which was formed in 2010, American Elm Distribution 
Partners, LLC (“AEDP”), we can also supervise FINRA Registered 
Representatives and assist in various distribution related compliance 
services.

WHO WE ARE

AMERICAN ELM



We have a diverse background of experience in the 
BD, RIA, and insurance industries which enable us to 
combine our knowledge and experience with well-
known industry resources to reduce risk for your firm 
and more importantly- protect your clients.

SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE SOLUTIONS FOCUSED
No one firm is created equal. Effective compliance 
programs will only include areas of business that are relative 
to you and your firm. Tailored compliance programs will 
focus on addressing the policies and procedures needed to 
be compliant with FINRA, the SEC, and state insurance and 
securit ies divisions. Our solutions are focused on your 
business model, nothing more, nothing less.

WE ARE DIFFERENT
WHY AMERICAN ELM?



A culture of compliance is built from the top down and 
requires collaboration across all lines of business. 
When designing a program (or providing an analysis of 
a current policy or procedure) we work with the firms’ 
experts to ensure those that know the process best 
provide the input and take ownership to ensure future 
compliance.

COLLABORATIVE APPROACH PROACTIVE
The only way to stay compliant with the many regulatory 
bodies that govern the BD and RIA industries is to monitor 
releases by the SEC, FINRA, and other state securit ies and 
insurance agencies. In addition, the most proactive approach is 
to utilize third-party services to monitor these changes and the 
impact it may have on your WSP or Compliance Procedures. 
Staying proactive is key to maintaining a solid compliance 
program. 

WE ARE DIFFERENT
WHY AMERICAN ELM?



FOR INSTITUTIONAL DUE DILIGENCE USE ONLY

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES DESIGN OR REVIEW
Unsure if your policies and procedures have kept up with 
regulations? Let us help by reviewing your existing procedures or 
working with third party vendors to create a new manual for your 
BD, RIA, or insurance company.

CRD FILINGS
Small BDs and RIAs can easily struggle with navigating FINRAs CRD 
system, including U-4s, U-5s, Form ADV, etc. We can help navigate 
this process for you to ensure it ’s done right the first t ime.

COMPLIANCE TRAINING
If your training programs are a burden to manage each year, let us 
assist you in creating a scalable program. Our firm has the 
capabilit ies to run the program for you each year or help train your 
team to manage future successful programs on your own.

DUE DILIGENCE PROCESS
Do your due diligence procedures meet regulatory requirements? 
Let us conduct an analysis of your current program or design a new 
one to meet your firms needs.
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WHAT WE DO
SAMPLE SERVICES



In addition to our sample services, AE Advisors* can create a tailored program to 
take on the burdensome compliance tasks that your company might find challenging. 
We can combine one or more of the services below for your BD, RIA, or insurance 
company and are happy to discuss any additional compliance needs that you may 
have.
● Compliance Manual Design, Maintenance, and Testing
● Annual Compliance Training, Employee Certifications & Questionnaires; Corporate 

Training Programs (i.e., Privacy Anti-Money Laundering, etc.); Firm Element Training
● Ongoing Review and Approval of: Outside Business Activit ies, Outside Brokerage 

Accounts, Gifts & Entertainment, Personal Securit ies Transactions, etc.
● Review and Approval of Marketing, Advertising, Client Presentations and Materials
● Regulatory Filings for Broker-Dealers, RIAs and their Associates
● Due Diligence Process Design or Assessment
● AML and OFAC Reviews; AML Independent Audit Coordination
● Supervision of all Electronic Communications Approved for Business Use
● SEC, FINRA, State Insurance or Investment Division Examination and Inquiry 

Support and Coordination of Responses
● Employee Training and New Employee Onboarding
● Licensing Programs for new employees looking to obtain their Series 6, 7, 22, 24, 63, 

65, and State Producer Insurance

OUR SOLUTIONS

COMPLIANCE
CONSULTING

SERVICES

*Consulting for any securit ies related supervision services will be contracted through AE Advisors affiliated 
broker-dealer, AEDP.  



American Elm Senior Management Team

s experienced in the 
 ting and compliance 

ditional investments:

Jessica Murray Carmine Cozelino

Professionals experienced in providing compliance solutions to BDs, RIAs, and Insurance Companies

Michael Pont icello



MICHAEL PONTICELLO
Michael C. Ponticello established AE Advisors and its’ 
affiliate firm American Elm Distribution Partners, LLC, 
where he is the Chief Executive Officer. Prior to American 
Elm, Mr. Ponticello was a co-founder of multinational 
alternative investment manager with over $1 Billion of 
capital raised. Mr. Ponticello has over 20 years’ experience 
in the asset finance and equipment fund management 
business specializing in collateralized, non-correlated, 
income-producing investments. His experience creating 
independent businesses by closely working with his CCO 
makes him an exceptional resource for our clients. Mr. 
Ponticello served as a Board member and Director of The 
Alternative & Direct Investment Securit ies Association 
(ADISA). Mr. Ponticello received his B.A. from the Zicklin 
School of Business at Baruch College. He also holds Series 
7, 24, and 63 licenses.



JESSICA MURRAY
Jessica Murray serves as the Chief Compliance Officer of AE 
Advisors and their affiliate American Elm Distribution Partners, LLC. 
Ms. Murray brings over 20 years of experience in the banking and 
investments industry where she has worked for a large regional bank 
and their broker-dealer subsidiary and a registered investment 
advisor as chief compliance officer. Ms. Murray’s career spanned 
from roles in back-office operations, training, and management - to 
compliance and supervision, where she spent the last 12+ years in 
senior roles. In these compliance roles, she has supervised a variety 
of insurance and investment professionals and their sales activit ies in 
tradit ional investments, annuities, insurance and alternative 
investment. Her experience also includes designing policies and 
procedures, coordinating regulatory exams and inquiries, and all 
other aspects of compliance programs. Ms. Murray holds a B.S. in 
Business Management from Bryant University. She also holds Series 
6, 7, 24, 53, 63, 65, and 99 licenses; and is a licensed insurance agent 
in the State of Maine.



CARMINE COZELINO
Carmine Cozelino serves as American Elm Distribution 
Partners, LLC’s President, which he joined in 2014. Mr. 
Cozelino specializes in equipment finance and real estate 
asset classes. His key attribute is an in-depth knowledge of 
sales and marketing, making him a valuable resource to our 
compliance consulting team. Prior to joining American Elm 
Distribution Partners, LLC, Mr. Cozelino served as Vice 
President Product Specialist with ICON Investments 
focusing on non-traded equipment funds, with ICON he was 
also Head of Internal Sales and was instrumental in the 
launch of CION Investment Corp a non-traded BDC sub 
advised by Apollo Investment Management. Mr. Cozelino 
received his B.A. in Polit ical Science and International 
Affairs from Hofstra University and holds Series 7, 39 and 
63 Licenses.



GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT US

Jessica Murray
603.766.4924

jmurray@americanelmdp.com

mailto:jmurray@americanelmdp.com
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